


Students agree—
JA programs work!
JA helps students realize the importance of entrepreneurship, 
work readiness, and financial literacy and also helps improve 
behavior and critical thinking in the classroom.

80%

JA positively impacts 
students in all grade levels
Results have shown that students who participate in         
JA programs understand more about personal finances 
and budgeting.  

Elementary School  
Participation in JA for multiple years during the elementary 
grades increased:

•	Student learning 

•	Skills development

•	Problem solving 

•	Decision making

Middle Grades 
Middle grades students who participate in one or more JA 
programs are significantly LESS likely than their peers who 
do not participate in JA programs to:

•	Be tardy to class within a four-week period (23% 
	 versus 37%).

•	Cut or have an unapproved absence within a four-week 
	 period (2% versus 10%).

•	Be absent from school within a four-week period 
	 (26% versus 55%).

High School
Compared to students in general, JA students:

•	Have a more positive self-concept and higher self-esteem.

•	Are more confident in their ability to complete college 
   (98% versus 60%).

•	Are more likely to attend college (73% versus 60%).

•	Are more likely to select a business-related major 
   (25% versus 15%).

of high school students feel 
better prepared to enter the 
world of work after participating 
in JA programming.**

70%
of middle and high school 
students agree that JA is 
effective in helping to prepare 
them for future leadership 
and success.*

92%
of high school students feel that 
JA programs are interesting.***

JA Works!
JA is one of just a few global nonprofits to use independent, 
third-party evaluators to gauge the impact of its programs. Since 
1993, independent evaluators have conducted studies on JA’s 
effectiveness. Findings prove that JA is preparing students to 
develop successful financial management habits, empowering 
them to explore the potential of becoming an aspiring 
entrepreneur, and providing them with the skills necessary to 
succeed in a global workforce.

Even one exposure to a JA program makes a difference. Students 
participating in JA programs have a greater comprehension of 
economics and business than their non-participating peers.

Junior Achievement makes sure your students have the tools they 
need to succeed in the classroom and in life. 

The results are in—JA Works!
*	 Fleishman Hillard 2005 Awareness & 	 	
	 Perception Study
**	 2006 JA Success Skills, JA Job Shadow, 	
	 and JA Company Program evaluation
***	2006 JA Banks in Action evaluationEvaluation results can also be found at: www.ja.org/programs


